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WELCOME

Lou Patnode joined us in
November. Her husband Russell
had served on Holton Home'’s
board for many years and it feels
good to be able to give back by
welcoming Lou. She also was a
member of the Home’s Visiting
Committee and so had spent a lot

of time with residents. Welcome,

Lou.

Another long-time Visiting
Committee member who recently
joined us is Mary Dunham.
Mary gets the credit for the nice
greenery and red bows you see
on the sign out front and the
lamp posts. She’s been dressing
them for the holidays for many
years and did so again this
December. Welcome, Mary!

IN MEMORY OF
MARTIE Fox
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IN MEMORY OF
BiLL TUCKER

CHALLENGE GRANT

OLTON HOME is the recipient of a coveted challenge grant

from the Thomas Thompson Trust. Any gift to our annual

fund before February 29 (yes, it’s a leap year!) by someone who

has not given to the annual fund for at least 3 years will be

matched by the Trust! Your gift will be doubled! Please consider

us in your year-end giving, whether a regular donor or a new one.

Thank you!

Babs Dunn came all the way
from Horseheads, NY to be near
her son David who lives in
Dummerston. Babs continues a
very active life, walking into
town, visiting the library and
driving to many of the music,
theater and dance performances
in the area. She’s already proven
to be a great friend and we are
happy to welcome her to the
Holton Home family.

Ellie Tortolani comes to us
from Connecticut where she
endured an endless power
outage from the Halloween
snowstorm. She decided to move
to Brattleboro, to be near her
son, Bob. Ellie is full of sweet-
ness, humor and spark and is a
fashion plate besides! Thanks for
all you've brought, Ellie!

CHUCKLE CORNER

Why Some Americans
Shouldn’t Be Let Out
of the Country

* %k k

These are actual comments from
US travel agents:

% | had someone ask for an aisle
seat on the plane so her hair
wouldn’t get messed up from

the window.

%* A man called, furious about a
Florida trip we had booked for
him to Orlando. He said he
was expecting an ocean-view
room. I explained that wasn’t
possible since Orlando is in the
middle of the state. He replied,
“Don’t lie to me. I looked at
the map and Florida is a very
thin state.”

continued on page 2



CHUCKLE CORNER

continued from previous page

* A lady called, asking how it
was possible that her flight left
at 8:20 am and got into
Chicago at 8:33 am. I tried to
explain about time zones but
she couldn’t understand. I
finally told her the plane went
very fast — and she bought it!

* A woman called, asking, “Do
airlines put your physical
description on your bag so
they know whose luggage
belongs to who?” “No,” I said,
“why do you ask?” She
replied, “Well, when I checked
in with the airline, they put a
tag on my bag that said FAT.
I'm overweight. Is there any
connection?” After putting her
on hold for a minute while I
“looked into it,” (but was
actually laughing), I explained
that the airport code for
Fresno was FAT and the
airline was just putting a

destination tag on her luggage.

% [ just got off the phone with a
man who asked, “How do 1
know which plane to get on?”
I asked him what he meant,
and he said, “T was told my
flicht number is 823 but none
of these darn planes have

numbers on them.”

BIRTHDAYS

Residents celebrating
birthdays in January include:

< Dodo Rice on the 1*

+ Helen Greenbaum on the 5"

WHAT’S HAPPENING

2011 MUST BE A LUCKY YEAR! We made it to see Shirley Squires’
amazing nativities on the very day it was scheduled! For the past
three years we have had to reschedule due to snow; sleet and freezing
rain; one year the fourth time was the charm! We had a van of
people eager to see her display. The amazement begins as you drive
up her driveway lined with outdoor nativities. We are greeted at the
door by a smiling Shirley, who welcomes us under a sign reading,
“Shirley’s Touch of Heaven.” Inside, meticulously displayed with
lights and beautiful fabric, lie hundreds upon hundreds of nativities.
They are made of everything you can imagine, stones from Lake
Champlain, stained glass, ceramics, beautifully carved woods from
all over the world, dolls in beautifully crocheted clothes. Your eyes
don’t even know where to begin! While the angels look down on
the scene, in what used to be half of Shirley’s garage, there is still
some humor in the air. If you look up in the right spot you can see
Mr. & Mrs. Claus warming their bums by the wood stove!

In the kitchen there are lovely sets of beeswax and ones made of
local wool. Every step you take opens up a vista of more nativities
and Shirley can tell you about each one, where it came from, who
gave it to her, where she got it, etc. No question stumps this incredi-
ble woman! There are sets made of nails, hay, ashes from Mt. Saint
Helens, teeny ones made in match books and ones from over 50
countries all over the world. She makes sure to show the unique
pieces, of a pregnant Mary and Joseph with his arm around Mary
as well as the one of Joseph holding Baby Jesus!

It may seem overwhelming, and it is in many ways, but Shirley
takes a break part way through the tour to offer a wonderful array
of refreshments and a chance to sit down and ask questions and be
serenaded by singing and dancing Santas and snowmen and even a
teddy bear that reads you a bedtime story! Upstairs, in what used
to be Shirley’s bedroom, is her fantastic collection of nearly 200
Fontanini, Italian-made figurines, accompanied by a picture of
Shirley and her daughter visiting the factory! And Shirley, being
Shirley, takes a group picture and sends off every one of our
residents with a gift!

Shirley delivers communion to Holton Home residents twice a
month and accompanies us on trips as a volunteer several times a
year. She volunteers for Hospice and has single handedly raised
over $200,000 for AIDS research in honor of her son, Ron. The
one thing that is more impressive than the hundreds of nativities is
Shirley herself. On the way home and the morning after everyone
kept commenting on what a wonder she is! We consider ourselves
extremely fortunate to have such a phenomenal woman as part of

our community! Shirley is truly an inspiration to us all!

—FEllenka Wasung-Lott
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NOTE CARDS

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE
the availability of packets
of six note cards for a donation
of $5 or more. The cards feature
three portraits done by Deidre
Scherer, a fiber artist. Deidre
uses fabric and thread to depict
her subjects, many of whom are
elders. The portraits on the three
cards in our packets feature
women who were Holton Home
residents. Florence, Mary and
Anabel were each remarkable
women whose memory we are
very pleased to honor. Our thanks
go to each family for allowing us
to use their loved one’s portrait
and to Deidre for donating the
images. Please call Cindy Jerome
at the Home, 254-4155, ifyou'd
like a packet.

e

Julie Ball, Activities Avsistant

Nancy Bonneau, Licensed Nursing Assistant

Pam Boyd, Cook

Chris Clark, Maintenance Director

Cindy Downs, Licensed Nursing Assistant

Else Devoid, Art Instructor

Rose Gerry, Licensed Nursing Assistant

Joshua Hart, Chef/Manager

Jessica Harvey, Licensed Nursing Assistant

Linda Hastings, RN, Resdent Care
Administrator

Cindy Jerome, M.A., Adminwtrator

Carol Killay, Resident Avsrstant

Robin Lindsell, Licensed Nursing Assistant

Lynn Miner, Licensed Nursing Avowstant

Shirley Morrill, Housekeeper

Kelly Morse, Resident Avaistant

Wendy Parent, Senior Licensed Nursing
Avststant

Karen Penson, Licensed Nursing Assistant

Cheryl Richards, M.A., Social Worker

Kree Rinfret, Executive Assistant

Ashley Rose, Housekeeper

Lisa Everett Vose, Licensed Nursing Assistant

Ellenka Wasu ng-Lott, Actipities Director
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Peter Carvell, Vice President
Kelli Crego, President

Joy Everett, Secretary
Susan LaBarre

Tom Martyn, Treasurer
Leslie Morey

Tammy Morse

Dorothy Rice, Visting Committee
Linda Rice

Mary Scott

Tim Shafer, MD

Ellen Smith

HONORARY BOARD
MEMBERS
Jonathan Bump
Pliny Burrows
Ruvsell Patnode
Jean Randall




